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An Extrait of Two Letters , written by Dr. Wallis to the Pub-
liher the 20th and 3o0thof January laft, concerning aconfidera-
ble Meteor feem in many diftant places of England

at the [ame time +, + Z‘[b}; w;a; not
publifbed foon-

er, becaufe more particulars were exp(Eked both from
ather places of England, and from Forveign parts.

S IR,
Do not know, whether in your Tranfa&tions you have any
where taken notice of that upufual Mezeor which happened
on Wednefday Sepr. 20th. laft paft, about Seven of the clock
at night or foonafter ; which, though it feemed very low, was
s X feen
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feen in moft parts of Englandmuchat the fame time, and much
in the fame manner. I hear of it fromdivers perfons who faw
it in Oxford, Nortbampto#,}b{@e, Gloncefter[bire, Worcefier(bire,
Somer fetfbire, Hampfbire, Kent, Effex, London, ¢rc. and [
doubt not but you have heard of- divers more. Some here call
ita Draco volans. 1 have fometimes been fancying,itmight be
higher than they imagined, only caftingalight folow. - Andif
I had heard any thing from it abroad, fhould have inclined to
think it a Comez, pafling fwiftly by us, very near the Earth,
even through our Air,  But, if it had beenfo , itmuft be a
very littleone, orelfe we fhould bave heard more of it.

A Third Letter from the fame hand, concerning the fame Meteor,
Oxford,May 8.1677. '
SIR,

Remember that in Famuary laft T wrote you two Letters,

concerning an unufual appearance which had here happen-
ed not long before,on Wednelday Septemb.20th. 1676 between
fevenand eight of the clock at night. In thedusk of the E-
vening (about Candle-lighting) there appeared a fudden lighr,
equal to that of Noon=day ; fo that the fmalleft pin or firaw
might be feen lying on the ground.  And, above in the Air,was
feen (at no great diftance as was fuppofed) a long appearance
as of fire ; like a long arm (for fo it was defcribed to me) with
a great kneb at the end of it ; fhooting along very fwifily :
and, at its difappearing, feemed to break into fmall fparks or
parcels of fire, like as Rocketsand fuch Artificial Fire-works
in the Airare wont todo. ‘Twas fo furprizing,and of fo fthort
continuance, thatit was fcarce feen by any who did not then
happen to be abroad. 'Twas judged, by him from whom I
firlt heard of ir, (for I had not the hap to {te it my felf)) o
con:inuc about two of three minutes: Eut, I find he took a
mirute to be a very fhort time, (little more than a moment.)
From others I am told, it was fcarce longer than while one
might tell fifteen or twenty at the moft ; which will belefs
than halt amirute. All this might happen well enough from
fome Fiery Meteor inour Air ; asa Dracowolans(as fome have
been pleafed to call this) or the like. But that which makes it
to me the more furprizing, isthis; that I find the fame to

have been feen in moft parts of England, and at or near the
fame
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fame time : As, not only in Oxford and-Oxfordfbire , but alfo
in Northampton(bire, Gluucefierfbire, Worceftesfbire, Somerfes-
fbire, Devonfbire, Hampfbire, Sullex, Surrey, Kent, Effex, and
(particularly )by the Water-men on the Thames in their paffage
between Gravefendand London. Inhow many other parts of
England, or in what parts out of England it might be feen ;
I have not yet heard. But thisis a great breadth of ground,
and too much for an ordinary Meteor in our lower region of
the Airto be feen inatonce: Yet (for ought I hear) 1t is a-
greed by all to have been feen at the fame time, between feven
and eight at night the fame day , in the dusk of the Evening.
Which argues, that either it was higher than they imagined,
(though the light of it reached the Earth) orelfe, that it hada
very {wiftmotion.  This made me then conjeture, (what in
thofe Letters I fignified,) that it might be fome finall Comet,
whofe linea trajetoria pafled very near our Earth , or upon
it. And I therefore enquired fromyou, what news might be
heardof itfrombeyond the Seas, or inparts of England fur-
ther off, and what more particular account thereof you mighe
have from the varietyof your Correfpondents. For [ judged
it not improbable, that it might, when further diftant from us,
appear in the form of a Comer, That Comet, which hath
now appeared, in this and the Jaft month, confirms me in
the fame opinion; which I conjeGure may be the very
fame which paflfed by usin Sepzember laft. Why it was not
fooner feen, I cannot tell ; fave, what is the common fate of
moft Comets , that they are feldom obferved till after their
neareft diftance fromus: And, perhaps, it may have been fo
near the Sun (as toits vifible place ) as not to be much above
our Horizon favein the day time, And for the like reafon it
may be, thatin September laft, when it paffed by us, it was
not more {cenabroad in other parts; itmight pafs them in the
day time, being but in the Twy-light with us; and, had it
been one hour fooner, the day-light would have hindred us
from feeing it. Which way its motion was whennear usy I
cannot conclude, foasto fatisfie my felf. Formoft chat faw it,
being fuddenly furprized, took little more notice of it
than that it fuddenly appeared and was f{uddenly
gone , but faw it fo littie time as fcarce to mark which
way. By the account I had from one in Northampton-
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Jbire (between Bracklyand Basbary,) it fhould feem to have
moved there towards the South-weft. By the account I
had fromone who faw it in Hampfbire (between Wincheffer and
Southampton) it thould feem to be towards the South eaft ; from
others I'havenothingof certainty,and therefore can conclude
nothing. (Itsmotion might then feem to us the {wifter, if its
proper motion were then one way; and the Earchs motion here,
at the fame time,contrary to it, And it is not impoflible, that its
dafthingagain(t the Earth might difturb its motion as wheq
Clouds, in their paffage ,. meet with Mountains.) By this time
I fuppofe it may be gotten fo far from us that itsapparent
motion is very little. Andfo late it was before we heard of it
bere, and it 1snow {o finall,and fo near the Sun,and the weather
withal hath been fo cloudy, that I (and fome others who
would willingly have feenit) have not had the hap to fee it at
all. My conjeure upon the whole, though perhaps but a con-
je&ure, hath at leaft fo much of probability init,as to deferve
fome confideration : and may ferve (if true) to give us fome
light into the nature of Comets; which perhaps wili feldom
have been found to come fo near us , as this feems to have done,
{ add nomore, but that [ am

Yours,ec.

Jobn Wallis,

An



